
Visiting Scientists 

January, 2016 

Volume 1, Issue 5 

CARIBBEAN 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Research Highlight 

Dr. Mauricio Rodriguez-Lanetty’s laboratory at Florida 

International University in Miami, is known as Integrative 

Marine Genomics and Symbiosis or IMaGeS. His research 

group focuses on discerning the ecological, physiological 

and genetic responses of coral species to global 

environmental changes by looking at the molecular 

mechanisms behind tolerance to coral bleaching. They also 

study the symbiotic interactions between microbial 

organisms and cnidarian hosts, using high throughput DNA 

sequencing methods, to further understand the 

acclimatization and adaptive responses of the entire 

symbiotic consortia. Some recent findings indicate that the acclimatization of some Acropora coral species 

to thermal stress does not come down to simple changes in Symbiodinium and/or the 

bacterial communities that associate with reef-building corals.  Physiological plasticity of the coral 

host and/or symbiotic components appears to play an important role in responding to ocean warming. His 

team conducts most of the research in Curacao and the Florida Keys, and integrates disciplines from cell 

biology, immunology, eco-physiology and ecology. Furthermore, his findings have not only contributed to the 

field of coral biology but also to comparative immunology within lower metazoans.   

Association of Marine Laboratories of the Caribbean Monthly Note to Members 

Visit our website: amlc-carib.org  and add AMLC  on Facebook! 

Please continue to send education and research updates to be featured in upcoming issues as well as             

opportunities for collaboration to communications.amlc.carib@gmail.com. 

The Glover’s Reef Research Station in Belize offers an opportunity 

to conduct high quality research at one of the Caribbean’s most 

complex and biologically diverse coral reef systems. In 2015, the 

station hosted visiting researchers with a variety of projects. Dr. 

Demian Chapman and his research team from Stony Brook 

University focused on elasmobranch biodiversity, critical habitats 

and population trends to improve shark conservation throughout 

the region. Cassidy D'Aloia and Pete Buston from Boston 

University continued their long-term research project on 

population connectivity of the sponge-dwelling neon goby Elacatinus lori. In addition, David Lindo of the 

University of Miami led an oceanography project, releasing drifters around Belize, to validate a high-

resolution oceanographic model for the region. Please visit their website, www.wcsgloversreef.org, for 

more information on visiting the station. 
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