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Collaboration Corner 
We will  post opportunities or 

requests for collaboration here in 

our Collaboration Corner. Please 

email opportunities or requests.to 

communications@amlc-carib.org  

Research Highlight 

AMLC recently hosted the 37th 

Scientific Meeting in Curacao. 

Plenary speakers included Dr. Nancy 

Knowlton on Ocean Optimism, Dr. 

Robert Steneck on resilience of 

coral reefs, Dr. Juan Sanchez on 

divergence of coral species, and Dr. 

Stuart Sandin on competition and 

predation. Prevalent topics included 

coral restoration, reef conservation 

under multiple stressors, and 

improved large-scale monitoring and 

collaboration. A survey on the 

success of the meeting will soon be 

distributed, and the results will be 

presented next month.   

Welcome to the first official AMLC monthly note! Each month, we will share updates as well as highlight research 

and education within AMLC. We also aim to promote new collaborations  among members. Please email 

communications@amlc-carib.org  with research or education updates to be featured in upcoming editions!  

Serena Hackerott, AMLC Communications Committee 

At each Scientific Meeting, AMLC 

presents the Bert and Lucy Williams 

Student Achievement Award for the 

best student verbal presentation. 

This year’s recipient was Andrew 

Shantz, a PhD student in Deron 

B u r k e p i l e ’ s  l a b .  A n d r e w ’ s 

presentation focused on the effect 

of fish-derived nutrients on coral 

reef benthic communities. Andrew 

and his collaborators found that 

nutrient concentrations at grunt 

aggregation sites were higher than 

control sites. They also found a 

difference in benthic cover and 

grazing between sites. They suggest 

that fish-derived nutrients and the 

reef complexity necessary for 

aggregations are important for 

structuring benthic communities. 

This summer, CIEE Research 

Station Bonaire trained fourteen 

U.S. college students and two 

Marine Park Rangers as AAUS 

Scientific Divers. The program 

created a unique cultural exchange 

among students and the Rangers. 

Students are currently learning 

about the marine ecology of the 

Southern Caribbean and there is 

an 8-week Coral Reef Ecology 

Research program providing a 

unique opportunity to complete a 

publishable independent research 

project as an undergraduate. CIEE 

will be teaching Diving and Marine 

Science to 27 U.S. high school 

students, along with four local high 

school students from the Bonaire’s 

Junior Rangers this summer. It’s a 

very interesting intercultural 

summer in the southern Caribbean!  
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