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Association of Marine Laboratories of the Caribbean Monthly Note to Members 

Visit our website: amlc-carib.org  and add AMLC  on Facebook! 

Please continue to send education and research updates to be featured in upcoming issues as well as             

opportunities for collaboration to communications.amlc.carib@gmail.com. 

Congratulations to Megan Bock for the Second Place Best Student 

Presentation at the 38th AMLC Scientific Meeting. Born and raised in 

Maryland, Megan fell in love with marine science while spending her 

summers on Delaware beaches and around the Chesapeake Bay. For 

as long as she can remember, her interests were in coastal wetlands 

and beaches. That all changed when she completed a week long coral 

reef biology course in Roatan, Honduras during her undergraduate 

career. After being introduced to a coral reef, she was hooked. She 

completed her undergraduate education as a dual-degree student, 

receiving two B.S. degrees, one in Biology from Salisbury University and 

the other in Marine/Environmental Science from the University of 

Maryland Eastern Shore. Currently, she is studying disease transmission 

and thermal tolerance in the staghorn coral, Acropora cervicornis at 

Nova Southeastern University in pursuit of her Master’s degree. Megan 

hopes to use her degree to educate others in the importance of coral reefs and work to protect the 

environment.  

Congratulations to Maddie Emms for the Best Student Presentation 

at the 38th AMLC Scientific Meeting. Maddie is from England and 

completed her BSc in Marine Biology at the University of St. Andrews, 

Scotland, where she studied behavior in an invasive freshwater fish. 

Following a semester exchange in Australia, she wanted to continue 

studying coral reefs, and was based by the Red Sea at King Abdullah 

University of Science and Technology (KAUST), Saudi Arabia, for her 

MSc in Marine Science. Her thesis focused on the population 

genetics of a ‘host’ sea anemone. She presented the results of this 

project at the AMLC Meeting in Merida in May, and is currently 

working on including data from two further species. Following her 

graduation, she worked as a Caribbean Reef Ecology lecturer for 

Operation Wallacea in Akumal, Mexico, and just finished a great 

semester as an Intern at CIEE Bonaire. She is very much looking 

forward to teaching Marine Conservation in Mexico later in the 

summer and starting her PhD at the University of Cambridge, 

England, in October, using genetic techniques to study range 

contractions and expansions of coral reef fishes in the Red Sea. 
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