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AMLC visits BEM  

Association of Marine Laboratories of the Caribbean Monthly Note to Members 

Visit our website: amlc-carib.org  and add AMLC  on Facebook! 

Please continue to send education and research updates to be featured in upcoming issues as well as             

opportunities for collaboration to communications.amlc.carib@gmail.com. 

Applications for summer courses at the Bermuda Institute of 

Ocean Sciences are being accepted until April 17th! From July 

4th to July 22nd, students in the Modern Observational 

Oceanography course will explore a variety of oceanographic 

topics including carbon and nutrient cycling, ocean acidification, 

ocean-atmosphere interactions, and physical ocean processes. 

In addition to lectures and laboratory training, students will also 

participate in a 3-day research cruise and utilize autonomous 

underwater vehicles (AUVs). From July 11 to July 29th, Coral Reef Ecology students will focus on reef 

biogeochemistry as well as resilience. Students will gain field and laboratory experience, especially in 

coral fertilization, symbiosis and bleaching, and factors influencing metabolism and calcification. From 

August 8 to August 26th, students in Ecology and Evolution of Reef Fishes will complete a field intensive 

course investigating the anatomy, functional morphology, behavioral ecology, and community structure of 

Bermuda’s reef fishes. In addition to gaining underwater research skills, students will gain experience in 

identification, field experimentation, behavioral observation, and molecular techniques. For more 

information or to download the application, visit www.bios.edu/education/summer-courses/. 

Many CIEE Research Station Bonaire alumni recently presented 

their research at the 2016 Benthic Ecology Meeting. James Peyla 

(pictured) was CIEE’s first student in the new STEM-intensive 

program. He presented a project titled, "The Effect of Recreational 

SCUBA Diving over a Gradient of Diving Traffic on the Coral Reefs of 

Bonaire (Dutch Caribbean)." Results suggested the effect of scuba 

divers on coral cover on Bonaire's coral reefs may be confined to 

the first 20-40 meters of a dive site entrance, although more data is 

needed to confirm this finding. CIEE’s recent intern and previous 

student, Austin Lin, presented results on a recent study on the 

reproductive ecology and post-spawning vitality of Alatina alata (sea 

wasp) on Bonaire. During spawning aggregations, more females 

were present than males, and females were generally larger than 

males. Previous CIEE student Rachel Kahn presented the results of 

her independent research project titled, "Effects of depth and size 

on pumping rate and filtering efficiency of a Caribbean reef sponge." For the tube sponge Aplysina 

lacunosa, pumping rate was mainly dependent on tube length, with longer tubes pumping faster, but 

size had no significant effect on filtering efficiency. Depth, however, had no significant influence on 

pumping rate or filtering efficiency.  
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