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Research Highlight 

The central goal of the research 

at the Eirin-Lopez’s Lab at 

Florida International University  

(chromevol.com) is the study of 

genetic and epigenetic mechanisms underlying environmental responses in marine organisms. They develop their 

field work in the greater Caribbean area, which includes analysis of gene expression, patterns of DNA methylation 

and modifications of histone variants in ecologically and environmentally relevant invertebrates (e.g., oysters, 

corals). In doing so, their research helps develop new tools for pollution biomonitoring, evaluating the genotoxic 

effects on marine organisms as well as the implications for the health of human consumers of fish and shellfish. 

Please continue to send education and research updates to be featured in upcoming issues as well as             

opportunities for collaboration to communications.amlc.carib@gmail.com. 

Visit our website: amlc-carib.org  and add AMLC  on Facebook! 

Association of Marine Laboratories of the Caribbean Monthly Note to Members 

The Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Panama is 

offering two courses in their Training in Tropical Taxonomy 

program at the Bocas del Toro Research Station this summer. 

The courses will focus on the taxonomy and ecology of 

Caribbean sponges and sea anemones. Participants will learn 

identification and basic ecology of sponges and anemones 

plus complete ecological field surveys. The program will 

culminate in independent research projects and 

presentations. STRI welcomes participants ranging from 

advanced undergraduates, to post-docs and professionals 

interested in advancing their taxonomy skills. Applications for 

both summer programs will be due in January.  

In 2011, scientists and divers from the Khaled bin Sultan 

Living Oceans Foundation,  joined forces with government 

agencies and local NGOs to conduct comprehensive scientific 

surveys of Bahamian reefs. The Foundation recently published 

detailed maps of their findings in the Atlas of Shallow Marine 

Habitats of Cay Sal Bank, Great Inagua, Little Inagua and 

Hogsty Reef, Bahamas.  This is first of the underwater Atlases 

published from the world’s largest coral reef study, the Global 

Reef Expedition, which was launched in The Bahamas in 

2011, and is the result of months of underwater research to 

survey and map the seafloor. The Atlas combines advanced 

satellite imagery, aerial photography, and data from hundreds 

of research dives into the first-ever high-resolution coral reef 

ecosystem maps of many of Bahamas reefs. 
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